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The fortunes of the East 
India Company and the City 
of London were inextricably 
linked at the turn of the 18th 
century: the century in which 
the English consolidated their 
dominant position in the east. 
A large proportion of the 
armorial porcelain services 
brought back from China 
during the first twenty-five 
years was for men involved in 
the East India trade and also in 
the powerful financial, political 
and civic institutions of the capital, who moved in overlapping 
social and business circles and were often associated through 
family connections as well as by commerce and enterprise. 
However, while London remained at the heart of this highly 
profitable merchant trade throughout the century, the 
popularity of porcelain imports from China began to filter 
through all levels of society. It was by no means limited to 
armorial wares for the wealthy: in the new age of the consumer 
it could be ordered by societies and shopkeepers, used as a 
medium for political and satirical comment, and was made 
for clients as diverse as the great City livery companies and 
London taverns. This paper will look at various different groups 
representing merchant life and society in 18th-century London, 
providing vignettes of some of its citizens and institutions.

The decade following the ‘Glorious Revolution’1 and accession 
of William III in 1688/89 had been a period of sustained 
commercial growth and social mobility in England. London 
became an international trading centre with the establishment 
of the Bank in 1694 and a prosperous merchant community. 
Expansion and power require funding and London trade 
provided it.2 In return, the London merchant dynasties gained 
political influence and increasingly adopted a gentrified way of 
life. Daniel Defoe, himself a merchant and a Londoner, argued in 
1726 that ‘trade in England makes gentlemen, and has peopled 
this nation with gentlemen […their children becoming …] 
statesmen, parliament-men, privy-counsellors, judges, bishops 
and noblemen, as those of the highest birth and the most 

ancient families’.3 This social 
aspiration was the key to 
the success of the trade with 
China, certainly in terms of 
armorial porcelain, which saw 
some 5,000 armorial services 
brought back to Britain in the 
space of a century – about ten 
times the number ordered by 
any other country in Europe.

On 31st December 1600 a 
charter had been granted 
by Queen Elizabeth to The 

Governor and Company of Merchants of London Trading into the 
East Indies, the intent being to capture a part of the lucrative 
trade in spices. However, fortunes were mixed and this venture 
was largely unsuccessful during the century that followed while 
the Dutch maintained a dominant position in the East Indies. 
It was only in the 1690s, with the encouragement of a new 
joint stock company, The English Company Trading to the East 
Indies, that renewed attempts were made to counter the Dutch 
influence and the East Indiaman Macclesfield was finally able to 
bring back what was considered ‘a rich and full cargo’ after its 
1699 voyage to Canton. The two companies eventually merged 
in 1708 to become the Honourable East India Company.

The original East India Company had leased the Leadenhall 
Street house of Sir William Craven, Lord Mayor of London 
in 1610–11. This was replaced in the 1720s with a more 
substantial building, and then significantly expanded in 1799. 
The initial decision taken by the Company to build its own 
ships at Deptford, near Greenwich, proved unviable because 
the yards were too small and construction too costly. Additional 
yards were leased further downstream at Blackwall and the 
Company reverted thereafter to chartering the ships from its 
merchant investors. The yard owner, Sir Henry Johnson, became 
the principal shipbuilder of East Indiamen, and in consequence 
extremely wealthy. It seems appropriate then that the first 
armorial porcelain to arrive in England was made for his son, 
also Sir Henry Johnson (Fig.1). This was a set of underglaze blue 
jardinières of various shapes, with his arms and those of his 
second wife, Martha Lovelace, whom he had married in 1692 
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Figure 1. Jardinière with the arms of Sir 
Henry Johnson and his wife, Martha 
Lovelace, circa 1692-97.  © Bristol 
Museum, Galleries & Archives, N5234 
(gift of A. A. de Pass in memory of his 
wife Nora)



and who was to inherit a barony in her own right in 1697. The 
heraldry confirms that the jardinières must have been ordered 
in this five-year period as the armorial does not yet show her 
elevated rank.

SOUTH SEA DIRECTORS
The South Sea Company was a joint stock company which had 
been established in 1711 as a means of funding government 
debt.  But a wave of speculating frenzy in late 1719 started to 
over-inflate the value of the stocks until inevitably the ‘bubble’ 
burst the following year. Some investors sold out in time, but 
many more were ruined. Three of those implicated in the 
scandal had ordered armorial services just before the crash. Sir 
John Fellowes, son of a London merchant, was Sub Governor 
of the Company and had been made a baronet only the year 
before. He was ruined by the crash and dispossessed of all 
that he owned above £10,000. An inventory was taken of all 
his possessions in 1721, including the known cargo of ships 
on the high seas, but his armorial service is not on any of the 
lists so probably still lay in Canton awaiting the return voyage 
with those of Robert Chester (Fig.2) and Hugh Raymond, 
fellow directors of the East India and South Sea Companies. All 
three services, which are the only examples with this particular 
baroque border style, are in the Chinese Imari palette which, 
like famille verte, fell out of fashion with the advent of the new 
rich pink enamels in the early 1720s, never to recover on 
armorial services.

MERCHANT DYNASTIES
Humphrey Parsons was a prominent and popular London figure 
from a wealthy brewing family and illustrates well the succession 
of civic duty and position which often passed from father to 
son through several generations. His father, knighted by James II, 
prospered as proprietor of the Red Lion brewery in Smithfield 
while serving as an MP and Lord Mayor. On more than one 
occasion his mother was the subject of court comment for 
dressing in a more magnificent style than Queen Anne. Parsons 
followed in his father’s footsteps, becoming Master of the 
Grocers’ Company and enjoying the distinction of being twice 
elected Lord Mayor while developing the business to become 
one of the largest breweries in the capital. He was a personal 
favourite of Louis XV of France who permitted him to import 
beer into France free of duty.

A fine armorial service in famille verte enamels 
was ordered from China on his marriage in 
1719 to Sarah, a daughter of Sir Ambrose 
Crowley: ironmonger, Alderman and Sheriff 
of London. It is one of only six services which 
were produced with underglaze blue dragons 
chasing around the rim, while the introduction 
of the new iron-red decoration at the cavetto 
marked the transition from famille verte to 
famille rose enamels. This rouge-de-fer decoration 
was to remain fashionable throughout the new 
decade and is used on some 120 services, all 
characterised by finely executed armorials.

Two such services (Fig.3) were ordered by Sir John Frederick, 
a London merchant and also a promoter of the South Sea 
Company, whose family had settled in London in the late 16th 
century.4 One service was for himself, while the other in the 
same style was for his widowed mother, Leonora Maresco, 
herself descended from the Huguenot banking and East India 
merchant family of Lethieullier, whose arms appear on eight 
different table services.

About 1735, an extraordinary and unique service was made 
– which seems to have everything and yet nothing to do with 
the City of London or its merchants. It has the arms of the 
wealthy Eldred Lancelot Lee of Coton Hall in Shropshire. Eldred 
had apparently no association with the City of London and yet 
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Figure 2. Plate with the arms of Robert 
Chester, circa 1720.

Figure 3a and 3b. Plates made for Sir 
John Frederick and his widowed mother 
Leonora Maresco Frederick, circa 1724. 



on the rim of this plate, from one of the most 
sought-after of all the armorial services, are two 
fine views of the City of London across the 
Thames by London Bridge5 and two more of the 
Pearl River and the waterfront at Canton (Fig.4). 

The answer lies in a portrait by Joseph Highmore 
which shows the family shortly after the death 
of Lee in 1734: the key is the central figure 
of Isabella, Eldred’s wife, who holds a squirrel 
which is the family crest.6 Isabella Lee was the 
sister of the great China Trade merchant and 
entrepreneur Harry Gough, who had gone to 
China in 1692 at the age of 11 with his uncle,7 
who had himself been brought up in the City 
by Sir James Houblon, a former Lord Mayor and 
director of the Bank. Harry Gough had ordered 
no fewer than ten armorial services the previous 
decade while trading with China, and his 
influence is evident in the designing and ordering 
of this unique service for his sister.
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Figure 4a and 4b. Plate from a unique 
service with the quarterly arms of Lee, 
and rim vignettes of the City of London 
and  the Canton waterfront, circa 1735.

Figure 5a, 5b and 5c. Three services 
made circa 1728 for the sons and 
daughter of Henry Hoare. (Collection of 
The National Trust, Stourhead.)

BANKERS
The Bank of England had been established in 1694 as the 
government’s banker, against the opposition of some London 
goldsmiths and bankers such as Francis Child of Osterley, a 
major investor in the East India Company and importer of 
Indian diamonds, as well as MP for the City (for whose son and 
daughter two fine services were made) and Sir Richard Hoare, 
who later attempted to force a run on their reserves.8

In 1672, Sir Richard Hoare, son of a Smithfield horse dealer 
and later a goldsmith and subsequently Lord Mayor of London, 
had founded a private bank in Cheapside at the Sign of the 
Golden Bottle; his clients included Pepys, Sir Godfrey Kneller 
and Catherine of Braganza, wife of Charles II. The business was 
continued by his younger son Henry Hoare, for whose children 
three services were made in the late 1720s (Fig.5). The plate 
illustrated has the arms of Hoare with the arms of Colt on a 
central escutcheon in pretence, showing that it was made for 
the eldest son, another Henry,9 who married secondly in 1728 
Susan Colt. The teapot stand also has the arms of Hoare, but 
a tiny crescent above the eagle indicates that it was made for 
the second son, later Sir Richard Hoare, who was to become 
Lord Mayor during the tumultuous year of the 1745 Jacobite 
Rising. The tea canister has the arms of Hoare in a lozenge, or 
diamond shape, showing that it was made for one of their three 
sisters before marriage.

A few years later, about 1735, a fine Yongzheng service with 
a gilt flowered border and blue enamelled cavetto was made 
for David Barclay, who had settled in London and set up as 
a merchant draper. In 1723 he married Priscilla, daughter of 
John Freame, a Quaker goldsmith and banker who occupied 
premises at 54 and 56 Lombard Street at the Sign of the ‘Black 
Spread Eagle’ and the ‘Three Crowns’. This was the union that 
was to create Barclays Bank, whose logo today is a reminder of 
those street signs. Although they lived reasonably modestly, the 
Barclays’ house was said to be the grandest in Cheapside and 
was visited by every monarch from Queen Anne to George III 
in order to gain the best vantage point for the parade on Lord 
Mayor’s Day.



LORD MAYORS
Of the 100 Lord Mayors of London who were elected in 
the course of the 18th century, no fewer than 48 ordered 
armorial services which makes them an important group. At the 
beginning of this period those who were elected to office were 
often directors of the Bank and (or) of the East India Company, 
but all had risen through the great City livery companies and 
most were of merchant families, some having arrived in the 
various waves of immigration the previous century. Although 
this category clearly overlaps other professions, two Lord 
Mayors have been included here for specific reasons. The 
first, Sir John Houblon, is to illustrate the extent to which 
these prominent families intermarried, and how porcelain 
commissioned from China was often a common factor. It was 
easy for those in the City to place orders through their East 
India Company connections, and certainly in the first half of 
the century, before the English porcelain factories became 
established, there was little other option for table wares that 
indicated your status in society other than plate silver.

Houblon was a second generation Londoner of Huguenot 
origin and of high regard in the City. As a man of influence 
and wealth he became the first governor of the new Bank of 
England in 1694 and was elected Lord Mayor the following year. 
Both his image and his residence remain with us today on our 
£50 pound note.10 Dinner services were ordered from China 
for the families of his sister-in-law (arms of Bates), his nephew 
(arms of Houblon impaling Cotton) and, through marriage, 
with the families of Gough, Hynde, Parsons, Crowley and James 
Craggs, Postmaster General to Queen Anne.

The mid-century William Beckford was a different story. He was 
from a family of Jamaica sugar planters and politicians, originally 
from Worcestershire, who was sent back to England for an 
education. His years of prominence coincided with those of 
John Wilkes (see below), while his two terms of office were 
associated with ostentatious luxury. Despite being an outsider, 
he is the only Lord Mayor to have a memorial in the Guildhall 
today and, with Humphrey Parsons, one of only two to be 
elected twice that century. It is perhaps in character that the 
service he ordered from China about 1755 (Fig.6) was unique 
and somewhat grandiose – the arms and crest in the centre 
being repeated another eight times on the rim.11

POLITICS 
This inevitably brings us to John Wilkes, 
Lord Mayor and perhaps the most 
infamous of 18th-century politicians 
– certainly the most satirised. Born in 
Clerkenwell in London, he entered politics 
in 1757. He was initially a supporter of 
William Pitt, but when he was replaced by 
Lord Bute, Wilkes started a radical journal, 
the North Briton, to attack the government 
position. However, he went too far in 1763 
with issue 45 in which he criticised both 
the Prime Minister and also the King. These 
were grounds for arrest for seditious libel, 
which he immediately challenged citing 
parliamentary privilege and published again.

Politics was always a fertile subject for popular appeal, and china 
was then, as now, an excellent medium for expressing support. 
It was clearly a money-making moment for speculative china 
merchants. Numerous bowls were made copying a satirical print 
by Hogarth showing a rakish Wilkes holding a cap of Liberty on 
a pole. The reverse of these bowls copied another engraving 
entitled The Queen’s Arms, or a Night’s Amusement.12

After a period in exile Wilkes was returned as MP for 
Middlesex, but to escape debt surrendered himself to King’s 
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Figure 6. Plate from a unique service 
with the arms of William Beckford, circa 
1755. (Christopher M. Weld Collection.)

Figure 7a and 7b. Porcelain popularising 
John Wilkes circa 1770, copying a 
satirical broadsheet.



Bench Prison where he remained for two years. 
He was again elected by radical London, a process 
which happened three more times. Finally, in 1774 
at the height of his popularity, he was made Lord 
Mayor of London. As the undisputed champion for 
liberty and free speech, he was by then as much a 
hero in America as he was popular in London. Yet 
more porcelain satirising these events was produced, 
including punch bowls and tea sets with pseudo-
armorials, illustrated by two sides of a coffee cup 

(Fig.7) which copies in every detail a satirical broadsheet issued 
from the King’s Bench Prison on the 18th June 1768 entitled 
‘Arms of Liberty and Slavery’ and addressed to ‘The Gentlemen, 
Clergy and Freeholders of the County of Middlesex’. On 
the left is a portrait of Wilkes below an unofficial ‘crest’ of a 
patriotic British lion, supported by his friend and patron Lord 
Temple and his lawyer Serjeant Glynn, above the motto ‘Always 
ready in a good cause’. On the right is the Lord Chief Justice, 
Lord Mansfield, above the motto ‘Justice sans pitie’ and beneath 
a serpent, with on the left the despised Prime Minister, Lord 
Bute, and on the right the devil. Such pieces must have become 
instant best-sellers to Londoners. 

In virtually the same year, a service was being made for William 
Pitt himself, whose grandfather, a free trader and Governor 
of Madras, and uncle, Lord Londonderry, had already ordered 
exceptional armorial services earlier in the century. It was 
presented to him in 1772 by the East India Company, through 

John Bradbury Blake their Canton agent, and is unique in having 
what can only be called ‘his and hers’ coronets. Pitt was the 
dominant political figure of the period, famed for his oratory 
and perhaps best known for his determination in gaining victory 
over the French in the Seven Years’ War. Popularly known as the 
‘Great Commoner’ he famously refused a title until 1766 when 
he was created Earl of Chatham. However, his wife, Hester 
Grenville, was clearly somewhat dissatisfied with this situation 
and accepted the lesser rank of baroness in her own right five 
years earlier. The porcelain service is painted with an earl’s 
coronet above his side of the impaled arms, and (although by 
then a countess) a baroness’s coronet above her side of the 
armorial.13

TRADE
The mid to late 18th century saw the adoption of the armorial 
cartouche as the framework for inn signs and to advertise 
trade. These pseudo-armorials occasionally found their way on 
to Chinese porcelain. A punch bowl of about 1750–60 copies a 
trade card of one of the many ‘buck and breeches’ makers listed 
in the City at that date, the shield displaying a generous pair of 
breeches above a glove and supported by two antelopes, with a 
running stag as crest above a ram’s head.14

Another bowl of about 1785 (Fig.8) has a rather lengthy 
inscription actually painted on the porcelain: ‘William Gloster, 
HAT-MAKER at the Hat and Beaver, 37 Leman Street, Goodman’s 
Fields, London. Makes fine Beaver and other Hatts Wholesale 
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Figure 8a and 8b. Figure 8. Advertising 
bowl made for William Gloster, Hat-
Maker of Goodman’s Fields, London, 
circa 1785. 

Figure 9. Bowl made for John Hayward, 
landlord of the Black Lion Inn, Water 
Lane, Fleet Street, circa 1760.



& Retail. NB hatts turned, dyed, lined & blocked in the Newest 
Manner.’  This too would have been copied from a trade  
card rather similar to the one illustrated, which would have 
been sent to China, and was clearly intended for  
advertising material.15

TAVERNS AND SOCIETIES 
Chinese porcelain was also being ordered by taverns, such as a 
bowl of about 1760 with the inscription John Hayward in Water 
Lane, Fleet Street above the pseudo-crest of a black lion (Fig.9). 
The Black Lion Inn was owned by the Ironmongers’ Company 
and John Hayward was their tenant landlord.16  A set of mugs 
was made for John Jounson, landlord of the Queen’s Head 
tavern at Gravesend, a nearby town which played an important 
part in the life of the river Thames and the East India trade. 
The tavern menu card is faithfully copied on to the porcelain, 
which itself copies an engraving of Queen Charlotte, wife of 
George III, which in turn copies a portrait by Thomas Frye. On 
the porcelain beneath the Queen’s Head is written: ‘NB, Clean 
and well-aired beds, Neat Post Chaises, a Coach to Chatham and a 
Boat to London every tide’.

In the late 1750s Britain was at war with France and anti-
French sentiment ran high (although fashionable London did 
not want to be deprived of French luxury goods, and satirical 
prints of the hypocrisy of the city’s consumers abounded). The 
Anti-Gallican Society had originally been formed in London in 
1745 but was re-formed at the start of the Seven Years’ War in 
1754 with the aim of opposing ‘the insidious arts of the French 
nation; to promote British Manufactures, extend the commerce 
of England, and discourage the introduction of French modes and 
the importation of French commodities’.17  At least eight different 
versions of sets of porcelain were made between 1745 and 
1765, all with the common theme of a pseudo-armorial with 
St. George on a Hanoverian white horse, trampling underfoot a 
dragon draped with the fleurs-de-lis of France ‘in disarray’. The 
motto was usually ‘St. George and Old England’ and sometimes 
‘For our Country’, while inside at least one bowl – presumably 
in irony – is the inscription ‘May love and friendship still abound’.

HERALDS
An important institution in the City was the College of Arms, 
founded in 1484. It is the heraldic authority under the crown 

and for over 500 years has 
granted arms to individuals and 
corporations. There is no doubt 
that an office associated with 
the College drew up many of 
the armorials which were sent 
to China: about 100 services 
of c.1755–75 have a style of 
mantling which appears specific 
to these designs and are 
decorated in conjunction with 
either a spearhead or chain 
border.

In his 1726 treatise on English 
trade quoted above18  Daniel 
Defoe continued, ‘We see the 
tradesmen of England, as they 
grow wealthy, coming every 
day to the herald’s office to 
search for the coats of arms 
of their ancestors, in order to 
paint them upon their coaches, 
and grave them upon their 
plate…’. One such case is 
illustrated by a vellum scroll 
with letters patent declaring 
the arms, beneath the crest of a merchantman in full sail, ‘… 
plainly depicted to be borne and used for ever hereafter by the 
said David Milligan of the City of London, merchant, and his 
descendants’. The porcelain service ordered from China with 
his arms is exactly contemporary with the date of 1774 on the 
document (Fig.10).
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Figure 10a and 10b. Grant of Arms, 
dated 1774, to David Milligan, 
London merchant, and his porcelain 
ordered about the same time.
(Plate at Nanchang University Museum; 
image courtesy Winterthur Museum.)

Figure 11. Punch bowl with the arms 
of the Worshipful Company of Bakers, 
circa 1755.



The grant was signed by Ralph Bigland, subsequently Garter 
King of Arms,19 who had started his career as a cheesemonger 
in Fetter Lane before becoming a herald. Bigland designed and 
ordered a service for himself about 1760 which is unusual for 
two reasons: it includes the arms of both his first and second 
wives, and also contains a quotation from the bible. Amongst 
the flowers beneath the arms is the inscription Deut. 8th 7-8-
9-10, which refers to a ‘big land flowing with milk and honey’. 
Only two services have a biblical inscription, the other is for a 
livery company (see below).

LIVERY COMPANIES
By the middle of the 18th century, porcelain ordered from 
China was available to a much wider market and the London 
livery companies, which had developed from the medieval trade 
guilds, were enthusiastic purchasers. Of the 77 companies which 
then existed, about 35 ordered some 80 services between 
them (a number being commissioned for individual liverymen) 
and most are characterised by their use of punning arms – the 
objects on the arms reflecting the particular trade.

Members of the Bakers’ Company ordered probably the largest 
number of services, with six different sets known to date, the 
punch bowl illustrated (Fig.11) being the earliest in 1755. The 
Fishmongers had several magnificent services, including unusual 
shapes such as loving cups, while the Company of Watermen 
and Lightermen of the River Thames20 ordered five services 
between 1770 and 1795. The service made for the Distillers’ 
Company also included a biblical reference on the porcelain, 
Deut. 32.v.2, with its punning translation as a motto, ‘Drop as rain, 
distil as dew’.

Rather late in the day, members of the Company of Shipwrights 
ordered five separate services in the last five years of the 
century. None of them is particularly well, or even accurately, 
painted, probably because of the quality of design sent out 
to China. Presumably in an attempt to improve this, a further 
order was sent with the arms depicted on a piece of official 
headed stationery, perhaps an application for admission as a 
liveryman. The armorial was indeed much better executed, but 
unfortunately inadequate instructions must have been sent – 
for included on the porcelain above the arms are the words 
‘Instituted 20th February 1794 ...’ with beneath, ‘Admitted 179...’.

111

Art Antiques London 2013

Figure 12a and 12b. Tankard from 
one of several orders of porcelain, 
circa 1755, produced during the 
trial of Elizabeth Canning and Mary 
Squires. Print published The London 
Magazine, 1754 (image courtesy of 
ancestryimages.com)



MASONIC
Numerous pieces of porcelain were ordered from China 
during the 18th century with Masonic symbols.21 Often these 
had fairly generalised motifs while others were produced for 
specific lodges or for named individuals who were masons. In 
1717 the four London lodges united to become the first Grand 
Lodge, but within twenty years this had grown to about 130 
lodges. In 1751 a rival Grand Lodge was established, claiming 
its title as the ‘Antients’ which, somewhat confusingly, made 
the older Grand Lodge the ‘Moderns’ by default. The arms of 
the Moderns can be seen on a bowl which is also inscribed St 
John’s Lodge, Bedford Head, Maiden Lane, and again on a tankard 
inscribed Moses Adams, Boat Builder, Gravesend, which was 
almost certainly copied from an inn sign in Gravesend, at the 
time still a centre of shipbuilding for the East India Company.

LAW AND CRIME
In 1753, a celebrated court case excited the attention of 
fashionable London. Elizabeth Canning was a young maid 
servant from a poor family of Aldermanbury in the City, 
who disappeared for several weeks, returning very much the 
worse for wear and with an extraordinary story. She had 
been abducted by a gipsy, Mary Squires, and held in a house 
in Enfield, north of London, from which she had eventually 
escaped. Reports and comments from every conceivable 
perspective filled the newspapers for well over a year. Canning 
was defended by the magistrate and novelist Henry Fielding 
while Squires was arrested and found guilty. However, Sir Crisp 
Gascoyne, the first Lord Mayor to be installed at Mansion 
House, was not convinced by the verdict and ordered the case 
to be reopened. Fashionable London was divided in its support 
for Canning or Squires and the case became notorious, with 
Gascoyne openly attacked in the street by Canningites. It was 
another opportunity for the speculative China merchants. A 
variety of tankards was produced with the portrait of Mary 
Squires or her accuser copying the engravings which abounded 
(Fig.12), while presentation dishes were also produced with a 
double portrait of the two litigants beneath a figure of blind 
Justice and above the inscription ‘One Day for Liberty the Briton 
Fires ... and the next he flames for Canning or Squires’. The fact that 
producing such porcelain would take a minimum of eighteen 
months between order and delivery illustrates that such 

newsworthy events could remain topical, and indeed profitable, 
for a considerable period. Elizabeth Canning then made a 
mistake and during the second trial she told a different 
story to the Press. She was found guilty of perjury and 
deported to New England.22

BUILDINGS AND INSTITUTIONS
An unusual bowl was discovered a few years ago 
and is now in the collection of the Peabody Essex 
Museum in Salem. 23 It dates from the late 18th 
century and unusually for that period is decorated 
largely in blue enamel. On one side is a heavily 
painted but fairly accurate view of the Tower of London, 
which lies immediately outside the walls of the ‘square 
mile’ of the City, almost certainly taken from an engraved 
source (Fig.13). The other side is more curious and shows 
soldiers, probably from the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, loading 
muskets and fixing bayonets.

Only one armorial service features the Tower of London in 
its heraldry and incidentally also includes pistols (Fig.14). This 
was made about1735 and has the arms of Hopkins impaling 
Lethieullier. The arms show descent from an armourer of the 
Tower to whom they were granted in 1568 and the service 
was made for Sir Richard Hopkins, an Alderman of the City, 
who married a daughter of Christopher Lethieullier (and cousin 
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Figure 13a and 13b. Punch bowl 
decorated with the Tower of London, 
circa 1800 (image courtesy Peabody 
Essex Museum) and a plate circa 
1735 for Sir Richard Hopkins, Alderman 
of the City, descended from a Tower 
armourer, with Tower crest and pistols 
on the arms.



of Leonora Maresco Frederick, see Fig.3) a wealthy Huguenot 
merchant and director of the Bank of England.

Porcelain was also ordered from China with topographical 
scenes, including two fine bowls of about1800 with London 
views. One has a long vista of the Foundling Hospital with on 
the reverse the Vauxhall Gardens, both after prints published 
in the 1750s.The second is a magnificent bowl decorated with 
the Mansion House, the residence and offices of the Lord 
Mayor, with a view of Lombard Street and Cornhill disappearing 
into the distance.24 The equally detailed reverse has a view of 
Fenchurch Street and Ironmongers Hall, again both from prints. 
The quality of painting on these bowls is probably the finest 
recorded on Chinese porcelain of this date for the European 
market.25

DECLINE OF THE CHINA TRADE
By the 1790s, East India Company interest in importing 
porcelain from China was declining rapidly, while new import 
duties of 50% increased to over 100% by the end of the 
century, largely as a result of determined lobbying by producers 
of English ceramic wares such as Miles Mason and Josiah 
Wedgwood. Curiously, the only porcelain ever ordered with 
the arms of the East India Company itself was produced at this 
very late stage, and by then it was probably just standard table 
ware to furnish the company offices in London and Madras. 
Affected by taxes, a lack of interest and prospective war, the 
Private Trade26 in wares from Canton had also declined by the 
end of the century other than for very special orders such as 
the Mansion House bowl. Relatively few armorial services were 
produced in the 19th century in response to orders  
from England.

East India House in Leadenhall Street was demolished in 1861 
and the site is today occupied by the ultra-modern Lloyd’s 
Building, itself a descendant of Lloyd’s Coffee House which 
had opened in 1688 – the 18th-century East India Sale Room 
now replaced by a trading room of a rather different sort. It is 
perhaps fitting that virtually the last armorial dinner service to 
be ordered from China was in the 1930s by Lloyds of London, 
using arms granted to the Corporation in 1926. The arms are 
correctly, though somewhat crudely, drawn but their motto 
Fidentia has been replaced on most pieces by the puzzling 
HUSNM. Following discussion with the Lloyds archivist, the 
answer finally came to light. After 1927 the official writing paper 
was headed by a small logo with their new arms, the motto 
barely discernible. Underneath was usually typed the initial of 
the writer – in this case H, followed by his country (here U.S.) 
and the type of insurance (N.M. or non-marine). So the mistake 
made by the Shipwrights’ Company 130 years earlier had been 
repeated yet again: an amusing coda to the final chapter in the 
story of the merchants of London trading with China.
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1 The overthrow of the Catholic James II by parliamentarians in union with 
William of Orange in a bloodless revolution, greatly strengthening the powers of 
parliament and leading to the Bill of Rights.

2 Stock held in the East India Company produced dividends of about 12% 
throughout the century, rising as high as 40% in the best years.

3 Daniel Defoe (1726), The Complete English Tradesman, Chapter 22. See http://
www.online-literature.com/defoe/english-tradesman.

4 His great-grandfather had fled persecution in the Spanish Netherlands in the 
1580s, settling in Old Jewry in the City and becoming Surgeon to James I, while 
his grandfather had been Lord Mayor in 1661 after the Restoration of the 
Monarchy, and was MP for the City, giving £5,000 towards rebuilding Christ’s 
Hospital after the Great Fire. Sir John Frederick’s brother Thomas served in the 
East India Company and was a governor of Madras.

5 A long view of the City of London from St. Clements to the Tower, with St. Paul’s 
in the centre and London Bridge on the right, entitled Prospectus Londinensis, 
had been published by Joseph Smith in the 1724 edition of Britannia Illustrata, 
expanding a work started by Johannes Kip after drawings by Leonard Knyff. 
Other panoramic engravings of London copied this, including one signed T. Davies 
(DuBose Collection) which is of small size and very similar to the porcelain, and 
was almost certainly used as the masthead for a periodical.

6 The 1736 portrait by Joseph Highmore is in the Wolverhampton Art Gallery. It 
is full of imagery – the recently deceased Eldred Lancelot Lee looks down from 
a portrait hanging on the wall, a child who died in infancy skips as a cherub on 
a mural, their eldest daughter displays the jewels which will become her dowry. 
In the centre is Eldred’s wife, Isabella, surrounded by her ten children, holding a 
squirrel. 

7 It was the start of a long career with the East India Company, of which Harry 
Gough eventually became chairman by way of being a ship’s captain, a London 
merchant, lawyer and member of parliament.

8 A number of governors as well as directors of the bank ordered personal 
armorial services, amongst others John Rudge, a London merchant, governor of 
the South Sea Company and MP, and his daughter-in-law, Elizabeth Howard; much 
of both services still remaining with descendants.

9 Known as Henry the Magnificent, he was a patron of the arts and on inheriting 
Stourhead in Wiltshire from his father (who had bought it in 1717) he established 
the garden and collections there while running the bank. Today it belongs to the 
National Trust where pieces from these three armorial services are on display in 
the dining room.

10 His brother James represented the City as MP and it was he who was certainly a 
major influence on the China trader Harry Gough.

11 An ambitious man and a social climber, he entered City politics as a stepping 
stone to Parliament but was widely criticised as an absentee planter and slave-
owner, and regarded as a colonial with a vulgarity to match. From his immense 
wealth he built Fonthill Abbey in Wiltshire. A slightly later service was also made 
for him, while yet another was made for his sister, who became the Countess of 
Effingham, and a fourth for his son, William Beckford, in 1815.

12 See D.S. Howard & J. Ayers, China for the West (1978), pp.244–45 for the bowl 
and both engravings.  The significance of the scene of boisterous revelry in 
which three figures force drink upon another is not certain, but one of the many 
societies to which Wilkes was immediately made an honorary member was the 
Society of Leeches, who met at the Queen’s Arms Tavern in St. Paul’s Churchyard 
and the depiction may relate to this association.

13 A contemporary painting by William Hoare shows her in ermine robes, her arm 
outstretched towards her coronet as a baroness. As a member of the powerful 

political Grenville family, Hester shared her husband’s interests and was described 
by the banker Thomas Coutts as ‘the cleverest man of her time in politics and 
business’ (see the Memoirs of The Lady Hester Stanhope to her Physician, Volume III, 
published 1845, speaking of her grandmother).

14 Illustrated Howard, Chinese Armorial Porcelain, Volume II, p.309.

15 Illustrated Howard, The Choice of the Private Trader (1994), p.201.  The bowl 
formerly in the Leo A. Hodroff Collection, now at Winterthur Museum. See also 
Heal, Sir Ambrose; The Signboards of Old London Shops (1957), p.98.

16 A watercolour of c.1855 of the Black Lion Inn in Whitefriars Street (previously 
Water Lane) by Thomas Hosmer Shepherd is in the Guildhall Library, which also 
holds a pen and wash plan of the premises in 1841 by Robert Sibley.

17 The headquarters of the Society were at ‘Lebeck’s Head’ in the Strand, and a 
special anniversary dinner was held in the City on St. George’s Day. One of the 
Grand Presidents of the Society was Stephen Janssen, Lord Mayor of London in 
1754 and founder of the Battersea Enamel Factory.

18 See footnote 3.

19 The senior of the three Kings of Arms at the College of Arms.

20 The River Thames was a crucial link between London and its trade, and the 
Company of Watermen and Lightermen were guardians of the traffic on its 
waterways at a time when London had only one bridge and the streets were 
ill-kempt and poorly lit.

21 A comprehensive collection of Chinese Export porcelain with Masonic designs, 
including armorials, is on display at The Library and Museum of Freemasonry, 
Freemasons’ Hall. See also an article by Diane Clements, ‘Freemasonry and 
Chinese Export’, Antique Dealer and Collectors Guide, July 2001.

22 See The Canning Enigma by John Treherne, and numerous other publications and 
contemporary references to this famous 18th-century trial. Elizabeth Canning 
fared well in Connecticut, marrying a nephew of a former governor.

23 See William R. Sargent, Treasures of Chinese Export Ceramics from the Peabody 
Essex Museum (2012), pp.264–65. Illustration courtesy of Peabody Essex Museum 
(Museum purchase, 1994, E84062).

24 The view of Mansion House copies an engraving which was published in 1751. 
This was two years before completion of the edifice so must have been worked 
from an architect’s plan. However, the topmost structure painted on the bowl was 
never built so has inadvertently been reproduced on the porcelain from the faulty 
engraving.

25 See D.S. Howard & J. Ayers, China for the West (1978), pp.268–69 for the Mansion 
House bowl; and D.S. Howard, The Choice of the Private Trader (1994), pp.202–3 
for the Foundling Hospital bowl. An example of the latter is in the Foundling 
Museum (one of four such bowls known).

26 The independent but parallel trade in specially commissioned wares from China 
which was permitted by the East India Company to be carried out privately by its 
captains and officers. The Company itself was only interested in standardised mass 
imports, but also benefitted from the Private Trade through an auction process 
on arrival in London.
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